
Why Drillers Make Killers 
Every wrestler enjoys learning new techniques. New moves are exciting, challenging, and often 
promise immediate results. But the truth is, championships are rarely won because an athlete 
knows the most moves. They're won because an athlete can execute a handful of fundamental 
techniques with precision under pressure. 

That's where drilling comes in. 

Drilling isn't simply repeating a movement. Purposeful drilling is the process of building muscle 
memory so thoroughly that the body reacts without hesitation. When a wrestler has performed a 
technique correctly thousands of times, they no longer have to think about it during 
competition—they simply do it. 

Unfortunately, many athletes mistake activity for productivity. They rush through repetitions, 
talk with partners, or perform techniques carelessly just to finish the drill. Those repetitions do 
very little to improve performance. In fact, practicing poor technique repeatedly only reinforces 
bad habits. 

Every repetition matters. 

One hundred focused repetitions are worth far more than one thousand careless ones. 

The best wrestlers understand that drilling is where matches are truly won. Competition simply 
reveals the quality of preparation that took place long before the whistle blew. 

The greatest competitors don't rely on talent when the match gets difficult. They rely on habits 
built through disciplined repetition. When fatigue sets in, when emotions rise, and when the 
stakes are highest, athletes don't suddenly become better than they've trained. 

They become exactly what they've repeatedly practiced. 

That's why the old wrestling saying has endured for generations: 

Drillers make killers. 

 


